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Golden Triangle News 



From the Associational Mission Strategist:  

 

I want to begin by expressing my appreciation to each of 

you who have taken the time to complete the Vital Signs 

Survey and the Church/Member Survey.  The 

information gathered from these surveys will be extremely 

valuable to our Associational Renewal Team.  As our 

Renewal Team continues working on the assignment that 

was given to them by our Executive Board, it will be 

critically important for everyone to be very attentive to the 

leadership of the Holy Spirit throughout the process.  As 

I was thinking about that, I was reminded of a couple 

illustrations that make that point.    

 

A man from the heartland in America who grew up on a 
farm traveled to New York to visit his college roommate.  
As they walked through Times Square the farmer 
remarked “I hear a cricket.”  His friend could not believe 
it.  “How could you possibly hear a cricket in all of the 
noise of the city and the traffic?” The farmer remained 
convinced, however, saying that he had heard a cricket.  
He listened closely, went to the street corner, crossed the 
street and began looking around.   
 
Eventually the farmer spotted a shrub growing in a 
concrete planter.  He began to dig into the dirt under the 
shrub, and there he found the cricket.   
 
His friend couldn’t believe it.  The farmer explained to 
his city friend:  “My ears are different than yours.  It 
depends on what you’ve learned to listen for.  Let me 
show you what I mean.”  The farmer reached into his 
pocket and pulled out some coins.  He threw them on the 
sidewalk.  As soon as people heard the coins hit the 
sidewalk, every head turned to look.  “Now do you 
understand what I mean?”   asked the farmer.  “It all 
depends on what a person is listening for.”   
 
Many voices in our world call out for our attention.  The 
voices that we hear are the ones that we’re listening for.  
May we all be listening and searching to hear the Lord’s 
voice as He speaks to us in His still small voice.   
 
 
 
Before refrigerators, people used icehouses to preserve 
their food.  Icehouses had thick walls, no windows, and a 
tightly fitted door.  In the winter when the streams and 
lakes were frozen, large blocks of ice were cut, hauled to 
the icehouses, and covered with sawdust.  Often the ice 
would last well into the summer.   
 
One day a man lost a valuable watch while working in the 
icehouse.  He searched diligently for it, carefully raking 
through the sawdust, but didn’t find it.  His fellow workers 
also looked, but their efforts, too, proved futile.   
 

A little boy who heard about the search slipped into the 
icehouse and soon emerged with the watch.  Amazed, the  
 

men asked the child how he found it.  “I closed the 
door,” the boy replied, “I laid down in the sawdust, and 
kept very still.  Soon I heard the watch ticking.”    Often 
the question is not whether God is speaking, but whether 
we are being still enough, and quiet enough, to hear.    
 

(Copied from Directions by James Hamilton)   

 

Impacting Oconee & Beyond,     

 

 

David 

 

 

Save the Date 
 

Return Baptist Church  

BBA Annual Association Meeting 
Sunday, October 25, 2026 

 

Pre-Session Music 5:45 | Call To Order 6:00 

 

Heart 4 Schools Conference  
 

August 20 at Spring Valley Baptist Church, 

Columbia  
 

9:00 am – 2:00 pm  
 

“Join us for the 2026 Heart4Schools Conference as we 

embrace this year’s theme: Shine Where You Serve. 

Together, we will share ways to support, encourage, and 

impact students and teachers across South Carolina 

through the love of Christ. 

 

We are honored to welcome South Carolina 

Superintendent of Education Ellen Weaver, who will 

open the conference with a message about the importance 

of serving and strengthening our schools and 

communities. 

 

Heart4Schools brings hope and shares Christ’s love in 

local schools throughout the state. Whether you are an 

experienced leader or volunteer, or you are just beginning 

to explore how you can serve a local school, you will gain 

valuable insights and encouragement from our keynote 

speaker, breakout leaders, and Heart4Schools volunteers 

from around South Carolina.”  

 

Register at scbaptist.org. Cost is $35 per person.  

 

 

 



Church Contributions 
  
 
 May 26 Jan-May 26 
Beaverdam 170.90 747.26 
Belmont 0.00 0.00 
Bethel 244.02 1,603.00 
Bethlehem 0.00 0.00 
Calvary 108.00 461.38 
Chauga 83.83 349.58 
Cheohee 200.00 1,000.00 
Christ Fellowship 0.00 0.00 
Clearmont 251.18 1,642.53 
College Street 0.00 0.00 
Coneross 75.00 375.00 
Corinth 0.00 900.00 
Cross Hill Fellowship 0.00 3,000.00 
Cross Roads – Seneca 208.78 882.32 
Cross Roads – Westminster 100.00 500.00 
Damascus 0.00 0.00 
Earle’s Grove 2,976.46 10,687.34 
Ebenezer 859.75 4,410.13 
Faith 250.00 526.00 
Fants Grove 277.14 605.23 
Golden Corner 0.00 0.00 
Grace 0.00 1,595.93 
Heart Land 169.00 338.00 
Hepsibah 780.34 3,901.70 
Holly Springs 312.33 1,709.05 
Hopewell 417.75 2,022.81 
Iglesia Bautista Bethel 0.00 0.00 
La Roca Oconee  50.00 100.00 
Little River 0.00 0.00 
Long Creek 166.00 830.00 
Lydia 303.25 1,332.38 
Maranatha 125.25 516.11 
Monte Vista 25.00 125.00 
Mountain Rest 237.12 1,520.84 
Mountain View 100.00 500.00 
Mt. Freedom 0.00 2,500.00 
Mt. Pleasant 0.00 1,458.31 
Mt. Tabor 0.00 1,438.45 
New Hope 390.00 2,993.00 
Old Liberty 0.00 900.20 
Open Door 250.00 1,250.00 
Pleasant Grove 174.08 1,159.88 
Pleasant Hill 100.00 500.00 
Pleasant Ridge 500.00 2,500.00 
Poplar Springs 0.00 0.00 
Puerta Abierta 0.00 0.00 
Reedy Fork 353.90 1,936.29 
Retreat 1,096.67 1,096.67 
Return 935.19 4,127.29 
Rock Hill 0.00 0.00 
Rocky Knoll 0.00 0.00 
Salem 0.00 5,000.00 
Scenic Heights 0.00 3,600.00 
Seneca 643.61 3,489.01 
Shiloh 0.00 0.00 
Snow Creek 0.00 1,382.96 
Souls Harbor 230.00 1,150.00 
South Union 0.00 991.24 
Toxaway 50.00 150.00 
Utica 1,702.01 9,844.21 
Walhalla 300.00 1,500.00 
Welcome 0.00 1,076.00 
West Union 0.00 0.00 
Westminster 0.00 2,000.00 
Westminster First 200.00 1,000.00 
Wolf Stake 0.00 340.00 
 
 
 
Total 15,416.56 95,565.10 

 

 

Church News 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Staff Needs:  
 
Coneross Baptist Church, in 

Westminster, SC, is prayerfully 

seeking a dedicated, Bible believing 

leader to join us as our bi-vocational 

pastor, guiding our congregation in 

spiritual growth and community 

outreach. Interested candidates 

should contact Beaverdam Baptist 

Association by calling 864-882-7070. 

 

 

Open Door Church is prayerfully 

seeking a Senior Pastor who has a 

clear calling from God to pastoral 

ministry, is grounded in Scripture and 

committed to Baptist beliefs. The 

Senior Pastor will serve as the spiritual 

leader of the church, providing vision, 

biblical teaching, and pastoral 

oversight to the congregation. He is 

responsible for proclaiming the 

Gospel, equipping 

believers for ministry, leading the 

church in fulfilling its mission to reach 

the community, and grow disciples of 

Jesus Christ. Please submit 

applications to: 

Email: odbcnews@yahoo.com 

Mail: Open Door Church 

 3673 Blue Ridge Blvd. Walhalla SC 

 

 

South Union Baptist Church, 

Westminster, SC is prayerfully 

seeking a pastor to lead our church.  

We are a rural Christ-centered church 

committed to Biblical teaching and 

preaching of the gospel and serving 

our community with love.  We desire 

a pastor who has a heart for pastoral 

care and outreach.  If you feel called  

by the Lord to serve within our 

church, we invite you to submit a 

resume to Joan Short, Pastor Search 

Committee, 

joanshort1954@gmail.com. 

 

BBA Association Mission 

Strategist  
 

Accepting Resumes 
 

The Beaverdam Baptist Association will 

accept resumes for the position of 

Association Mission Strategist now 

through September 16th, 2026. At this 

time, specifics of the role and the vision 

for our Association going forward are 

being worked out through our 

Association's Renewal Team. Later this 

summer, we expect greater clarity on the 

Lord’s direction for our Association of 

Churches, and we will provide a detailed 

update at that time. If you are interested 

in applying for this position, please send 

your resumes with a cover letter to 

bbaemily@bellsouth.net or you may send 

a physical copy to:    

 

BBA Renewal Team 

215 N Townville St. 

Seneca, SC 29678 

 
Church Weekday 

Education Conference  

 
July 24 and 25 at Shandon Baptist 

Church, Columbia SC  
 

“Join us this summer at the 2026 Church 

Weekday Education Conference as 

preschool professionals and parents are 

inspired and challenged to see their 

classrooms as powerful mission fields. 

Together, we will explore practical ways 

to intentionally point children and 

families toward Jesus, our TRUE 

NORTH, through everyday interactions, 

meaningful relationships, and gospel-

centered teaching/learning. 

 

Earn up to 15 DSS credit hours while 

connecting with other professionals from 

across the state. Through engaging 

keynote sessions, hands-on workshops, 

and collaborative discussions, we will 

explore developmentally appropriate 

practices, leadership strategies, and faith-

based approaches that support the 

development of young children. 

 

It's time to refocus our hearts, renew our 

calling, and discover how God can use 

this season to point the next generation to 

Him!”  

 

Register at scbaptist.org.  
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Birthdays and Anniversaries  
 

Birthdays:  
        1 – Mckensey Campbell, Westminster First           
        6 – Rick Henderson, Holly Springs             
        8 – Fred Astin, retired     
      15 – Jimmy Boggs, Ebenezer     
      22 – Harley Bates, Little River   
      29 – Ryan Perry, Seneca   
      31 – Bob Castro, Faith  
     
Staff Anniversaries: 
         1 – Pat Ashworth, Lydia, 2023 
         1 – Tony Brown, Salem First, 2019 
         4 – Mark Nelson, Old Liberty, 2010 
         7 – Gerald Towe, Ebenezer, 2019 
       17 – Heather Bryant, Westminster First, 2017 
       18 – Brett Turner, New Hope, 2021 
       21 – Mckensey Campbell, Westminster First, 2013 
       25 – Bob Castro, Faith, 2021  
                               
Wedding Anniversaries:  
       8 – Haskell & Mary Dill, Mountain View       
       8 – David & Kim Wald, West Union   
     15 – Jimmie & Marty Rholetter, Toxaway    
     17 – Randy & Suzanne Koon, retired   
     18 – John & Tina Sorrells, Rocky Knoll      
     19 – Brian & Shannon Hopkins, Mt. Freedom   
     20 – James & Vera Gibson, retired   
     21 – Ryan & Andrea Goodroe, Utica   
     22 – Jeromy & Amanda Dean, Bethel   
     26 – Jeff & Tracy Whaley, Hopewell 
     27 – Jimmy & Martha Thomas, retired   
    
    
      
      
      
 

  4 – Independence Day  
  6 – Pastors’ Prayer Time, BBA, 9:00 AM  
13 – Pastors’ Prayer Time, BBA, 9:00 AM 
20 – Pastors’ Prayer Time, BBA, 9:00 AM 
27 – Pastors’ Prayer Time, BBA, 9:00 AM  

 

 

 
 


