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Golden Triangle News 



From the Associational Mission Strategist (AMS),   
 
January 2026 is off to an incredible start!   
 
• On Sunday, January 11, Rocky Knoll Baptist Church 
and Shiloh Baptist Church held a joint service where 
representatives from both churches signed a “Fostering 
Partnership Covenant Agreement”.  Rocky Knoll Baptist 
Church has agreed to come alongside Shiloh Baptist 
Church for the next eighteen months and provide ministry 
leadership, equipping, resources and most important of all, 
love and encouragement.  This is the second Fostering 
Partnership taking place in the Beaverdam Baptist 
Association.  Retreat Baptist Church and Cheohee Baptist 
Church began their covenant partnership back in April 
2025 and God has blessed both churches tremendously 
since their launch.  If your church would like to know 
more about what a partnership with another church would 
look like, I’d love to have a conversation with you.  These 
truly are exciting days in the life of the Beaverdam Baptist 
Association!   
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
• On Saturday, January 17 the association will host “A 
Deacon On Purpose”  workshop with Dr. Tony Wolfe.  
We were thrilled to have over 75 men from all across the 
Beaverdam Baptist Association sign up.   
 
• During the month of January, we provided pastor 
search committee training for two of our churches (Open 
Door and South Union).  Please pray for these churches as 

well as the other BBA churches that are currently without 
pastors.  I count it as an honor to meet with the various 
church search committees and assist them with the 
challenge of finding their next pastor.   
 
I recently read an interesting article published in The 
Christian Index (the state publication of the Georgia Baptist 
Convention).  The article was titled “Three Retiring 
Associational Missionary Strategists Reflect on The 
Changes in Ministry”.  The three retiring Georgia 
associational missionary strategists had a combined sixty 
years of experience serving in associational work.  When 
asked about what they have learned from all of the years of 
serving the local association, they shared the following 
thoughts:   
 
1.  All three expressed the value of mentors in their lives 
and the need for ministry mentors for every person serving 
in ministry today.  They all stressed the importance of 
young pastors finding a mentor who understands their 
local context.   
 
2. All three mentioned the declining attendance and the 
challenge of getting people to attend associational 
meetings as one of their biggest challenges in the last 20 
years.  One of the men said that “people don’t make time 
for meetings. You really work to get people there.” 
  
3. All three agreed that the increase in technology over 
the past 20 years has dramatically impacted ministry. One 
stated that the advancement of technology has created “a 
continued loss of awareness of the value of being 
connected. For each new generation, you have to make the 
case or help people see why it matters to be connected; it 
advances the gospel. It’s (being connected) kind of eroded 
over the years.” 
 
4. The greatest challenge moving forward for the local 
association, according to one of the men, is in building 
strong relationships. “Institutions in this era are not 
trusted," he said. "But what is trusted is relationships, and 
that’s what an association is. It is a place where people can 
know one another and work together. It’s not an 
institution.”  Another added, “There’s the question of, will 
our association last? Yes, I think associations will last 
because of the relationships. Because we are right there 
with the pastors.” 
 
 
 
Honored to serve,    
 
 
 
David 

 

 

 

 



Church Contributions 
  
 
 Dec 25 Jan-Dec 25 
Beaverdam 235.63 2,042.03 
Belmont 0.00 0.00 
Bethel 284.71 3,235.85 
Bethlehem 0.00 0.00 
Calvary 138.73 1,126.00 
Chauga 191.78 1,167.27 
Cheohee 200.00 2,400.00 
Christ Fellowship 0.00 1,200.00 
Clearmont 507.76 3,740.19 
College Street 9,359.03 17,305.68 
Coneross 75.00 900.00 
Corinth 0.00 900.00 
Cross Hill Fellowship 0.00 1,500.00 
Cross Roads – Seneca 0.00 1,909.22 
Cross Roads – Westminster 100.00 1,200.00 
Damascus 0.00 0.00 
Earle’s Grove 975.91 12,222.16 
Ebenezer 939.64 12,425.51 
Faith 0.00 1,075.00 
Fants Grove 0.00 1,527.81 
Golden Corner 0.00 0.00 
Grace 0.00 2,942.16 
Heart Land 225.00 1,178.00 
Hepsibah 780.34 9,364.08 
Holly Springs 202.16 3,098.04 
Hopewell 461.41 4,771.36 
Iglesia Bautista Bethel 0.00 0.00 
La Roca Oconee  100.00 600.00 
Little River 500.00 500.00 
Long Creek 166.00 1,956.00 
Lydia 268.96 5,005.40 
Maranatha 209.19 1,395.16 
Monte Vista 25.00 300.00 
Mountain Rest 244.96 2,777.63 
Mountain View 100.00 1,200.00 
Mt. Freedom 0.00 2,300.00 
Mt. Pleasant 0.00 2,083.30 
Mt. Tabor 789.59 4,572.38 
New Hope 834.00 6,461.00 
Old Liberty 366.25 2,523.90 
Open Door 250.00 3,000.00 
Pleasant Grove 291.68 3,522.97 
Pleasant Hill 100.00 2,100.00 
Pleasant Ridge 500.00 5,500.00 
Poplar Springs 0.00 2,400.00 
Puerta Abierta 0.00 0.00 
Reedy Fork 411.44 4,323.54 
Retreat 0.00 1,478.58 
Return 735.57 9,190.29 
Rock Hill 0.00 200.00 
Rocky Knoll 1,445.27 7,677.10 
Salem 0.00 5,000.00 
Scenic Heights 0.00 3,600.00 
Seneca 1,624.76 12,657.47 
Shiloh 0.00 0.00 
Snow Creek 0.00 1,382.96 
Souls Harbor 145.00 1,740.00 
South Union 175.54 1,838.04 
Toxaway 50.00 500.00 
Utica 1,814.62 20,218.72 
Walhalla 300.00 2,800.00 
Welcome 215.00 2,492.92 
West Union 0.00 0.00 
Westminster 500.00 6,000.00 
Westminster First 200.00 2,400.00 
Wolf Stake 268.00 1,881.00 
 
Church at The Well 1,000.00 2,200.00 
 
 
Total 28,307.93 223,008.70 

 

Church News 
 

 
Staff Needs:  
 
Kings Grove Baptist Church, Central, 
is seeking a part-time youth minister to 
provide direction in the overall 
education and activities ministry of 
grades 6-12 to promote evangelism 
and discipleship by planning, 
promoting, coordinating, conducting, 
and evaluating the youth activities of 
the church. Please submit resumes or 
inquiries to 
kingsgroveoffice@gmail.com. Full job 
description available upon request.  

 

 

 

Focus On WMU Sunday  
 

Celebrate and pray for the  
ministries of WMU 

 

February 15, 2026  
 

 
 

 

 
 

“Therefore if there is any 
encouragement in Christ, if 

any consolation of love, if any 
fellowship of the Spirit, if any 

affection and compassion,  
make my joy complete by 
being of the same mind, 

maintaining the same love, 
united in spirit, intent on one 

purpose.”  
 

Philippians 2:1-2  

Marriage & Family 
Conference 

 
February 6-8 

 

New Hope Baptist Church will be 
having a Marriage & Family 
Conference in February. The dates are 
Friday, February 6th-Sunday, February 
8th. The guest speaker will be Pastor 
Stephen Watson of Renewal Church in 
Anderson. This conference is designed 
for all couples and families to explore 
instructions from God's Word about 
the role of the family unit, and how 
Christ expects families to grow in their 
love for Him. Registration will begin 
on Friday evening at 5:30pm with 
dinner beginning at 6pm. Breakfast 
will be held on Saturday morning at 
8:30am and the conference will begin 
at 9am. On Sunday morning, during 
worship, Pastor Ken Lewis will be 
speaking. Tickets are available to 
purchase through the church office for 
$20 per couple. If you would like to 
attend, please RSVP at 
mdlee.nhbcseneca@gmail.com OR 
call the church at 864-882-0828. The 
church is located at 4010 Keowee 
School Road in Seneca. Hope to see 
you there! 
 
 

 
Impact  

 

February 19  
 

at Shandon Baptist Church, Columbia 

 
South Carolina Baptist Convention’s 
“IMPACT is a one-day event that will 
urge church leaders to identify those 
called to ministry, break new ground 
in disciple-making, shape 
congregations with purpose, and work 
diligently in advancing God's 
Kingdom.”  
 
To find out more about IMPACT, 
including main sessions speakers, 
breakout sessions, and registration, 
visit: impact.scbaptist.org.  
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Birthdays and Anniversaries  
 

Birthdays:  
        6 – Bobby Holcombe, Return      
        6 – Elizabeth Long, Seneca        
      15 – Tim Rackley, Mt. Pleasant     
      16 – Greg Marcus, Long Creek   
      21 – Christopher Hulsey, Seneca       
      22 – Jose Pedrotti, Puerta Abierta    
      23 – Grady Long, retired    
      25 – Jimmie Rholetter, Toxaway 
     
Staff Anniversaries: 
        4 – Kline Matthews, Cross Roads, Seneca, 2024    
        7 – Ron Potts, Mt. Tabor, 2016 
        9 – Joey Hawkins, New Hope, 2014  
      20 – Kenny Owen, Westminster First, 2011 
      25 – Steve Black, Scenic Heights, 2001  
                         
Wedding Anniversaries:  
     13 – Carl & Teri Krezdorn, retired           
     14 – Mike & Janice Adams, retired 
     14 – John & Lenette McKnight, Hepsibah  
    
    
      
      
      
 
      
      
 
      
      
 

  2 – Pastors’ Prayer Time, BBA, 9:00 AM   
  3 – Men’s Ministry Quarterly Fellowship, Westminster First, 6:00 PM  
  7 – WMU Brunch, Clearmont, 9:30 AM  
  9 – Pastors’ Prayer Time, BBA, 9:00 AM  
  9 – Executive Board Meeting, BBA, 7:00 PM  
16 – Pastors’ Prayer Time, BBA, 9:00 AM  
17 – Next Steps, BBA, 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM   
23 – Pastors’ Prayer Time, BBA, 9:00 AM    

 

2026 IRS Mileage Rates 
 

o 72.5 cents per mile driven for business use 
o 14 cents per mile driven in service of 

charitable organizations 

 
For more information, visit: irs.gov  

 
 


